- nuupmo charge in North Caromn in 1¢62
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Of il me myst_umu voyagers in the-shadow worlds

'of cholutonuy politics, pL heps no Amcrican has

raveled so ‘curious a roule 25 Rebert Fo Williams.
Hunl’*d on an *I,mun‘Jy trupped-up civil rights kid-
5 , the black
NAACP leader fled to Cuba. There he made anti-
American Erogduv:b aimed at American blacks, until
he tired of Fidel Castro’s av*[f ication of the ”class
trungl to the American racial fight. He journeyed
- to Nerth Vietnam, North Korea and finally, € h 12,
where he st?ycd for three years as a }117ed guest,
Today LL is ernloycu as a consultent in the Cente
-for Chinese Studies at.-the Unive arsity of \urn'mn
(tlu_ next best thing for him, since thvy do not ‘mye a
“de mltme-\t of clandestine arts) and is boginaing a
'oooL about his ex pc.}l:ﬂ(.e" m China.

Imr’ll\gmcc SOULCes 1.1 Washingten <°>'/ the old North
.Carolina charges are “dormant and going to ctn)
‘dormant.” ‘/”ﬂh"n “fears }c_/ re still pending - at

least, L is still (naMz to leave the state of \umrﬂn

because of them. Treason charges, which coddrbc
PIac ed against him for broadeasts H 25e saIme €oure
ook bluﬂ;\-“.‘."’o would do sich a thing to Willia x.«b?
~All of us who covered of worked in civil riy ghis
Sfound Williams” case interesting. 1 recall \exjr wvll the
‘bizarre “kidnappin g - actu;i.}' the holding of a white
ouple for a fuw hours as p"o‘ ction against ofiicial
llolmchc against civil righters - and I remamber when
Vfll‘lAl}\b Lmud up sul ‘“nl\’ in (_t J’ When T went
thare in the summer of 1065 an W] asked abour him,
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“there was a chorus OL I *mmno ﬁnd h:wmg. Finally

, without much con-

the Foreign Olfice pcop e told me
Then,

viction, that he had left and 50&0 to China.
suddenly, in-September, 1969, he
United States. His ride home was better publicized
than his ride to Cuba, He was fiying back on TWA,
just like any other traveler, when he'vias taken off the
~plane in London and held six days in prison.
”V‘Jhy don’t they let me go o*\7
One replied, “They're alra'.i you’
“IILJ ack the plane!” he said, “F
in all the places youl 1 ck planes tol”
_Uuml ing to fly a c’a"sa.o‘lJ raci
folks, 7l ‘N’\. gave lﬂ'n and his lawyer a private jet to
New York, “They teld me it cost them $20,000,” Wil-
liams told me. [ ha (.I’P'”u £500, and all T wanted to do

A4
J7
Iz

was ﬂy on a rnu!*{kmﬁtweﬂ thrtReje‘ase‘ﬂm(MIgOIQS

.

"Good- looking, wearing a we ell-trimu

was back in the

ical” with other,

olAl

e a 520,000 ride, it was o‘\ay 1 m\ me.’

When I found him in Detroit u.antly, at his broth-
er's home in suburbia, I was unncdmtoly charmed.
ned Afro goalee.
and an Afucan -patterned shjrt, he showed a qmck
inte l'gr’nce, an informed judgment and, above all,
h"h]y developed sense of humor about e\erythu‘uT
that had l\apgﬂncd to him..

Cuba? “Reniember in the South they used to slap
the black maa on the back and give him 2 cigar?’
Well, it's the same in Cuba, only it's a Havana cigar.”

Williams was not mistreated by the Cubans. On the
contrary, he was a member of the elite, w Ath his own
houw_, car and gasoline plus $400 a month as an al-
lowance. Nor did his troubles, parhcularly in the be-
gmvmw when he says he was ”citrcmdy bitter”
against the United, States, revolve around any idea
h(. would not say what the Cubans wanted him to say.’

A typical broadcast, on Jan. 19, 1963, for instance,
went-
convention of what he called ‘Negro wemen ¢ororities.”
\Ian, these puonc’y politicians are a riot when tncy
want black votes. Now, can you ]\1st imagine slick
John putting himself out for.the black botto_n chicks?”

In his NAACP job, Williams had been an integra-
tionist. After his Cuban experience he becmu_ a b11c<
nationalist and separatist, and it was theu that his
troubles started. The Cubans insisted that the black
Arcarican’s natucal ‘R v cre the white working class.
“I openly ¢ disputed this,” Williaws told me, “I liad
found fhat the w‘me: in the South who he pud us
were the intelligentsia. The farmers and the m aillwork-
ers . . . were th ones tl]‘ﬂ’-" to kill us and Jlanrlmo
on’the sides jeering. One day, the muaicipal leader of
the party in Havana called me and .,a1d he couldn’t
quv,ijolt ray pasition - that was in ‘64. One reason
they coulda’t sunpurt black muonﬂhbm, he said, was

that it advo« ated cuvulun and self-determinations I

they supportcn us ... well, they had a He cavy concen-

tration of black peo oplezin Orienle province. What,

would happen if J wanted self-determination? I

told him T vandersteod their predicament. T sald th

in the US reople who mark comproraises 111@ tnat
vere called Uncle Tomu. I was nt going to ‘be an

Ul‘ 12 Tom for Cu')l‘ullvu\, or for COLPH m, cither.”
Fe was paut .ml arty irked when Dlas Roca, one of
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"JOhnn"boy Kennedy paid a surprise visit to a-
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